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News from the Castle is the 
official newsletter of the  

Landmark Heritage Foundation.  
The Foundation is a tax-exempt 

charitable organization dedicated to  
the preservation of the unique Julia 
Morgan-designed building that is 
home to the Berkeley City Club.
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The Julia Morgan Preservation Fund 
Committee of the LHF meets the 

second Wednesday of each month to 
approve projects and disbursements.  

The LHF Board meets bimonthly.   
All persons are welcome at these 

meetings; to attend call (510) 883-9710.

Free public tours are jointly sponsored 
by the LHF and the Berkeley City Club 

the fourth Sunday of every month 
except December. For public tour 

details or information  
on group tours, contact the  

Landmark Heritage Foundation.



LANDMARk HERiTAGE 
FOuNDATiON

2315 Durant Avenue #306 
Berkeley CA 94704 

Phone/Fax: (510) 883-9710 
landmarkheritage@att.net 

www.landmarkheritagefoundation.org

LHF Office is staffed  
Tues., Wed. & Thurs. 10am–2pm

JuST iN TiME for holiday 
traffic, in December 2009 the 
majestic Berkeley City Club 

front doors received urgently 
needed attention. After 79 years 
of faithful service, one of the 
elegant metal and leaded glass 
doors — weighing in at over 
800 pounds apiece — had to be 
removed for repairs and then re-
hung. Said Mary Breunig, outgo-
ing LHF President, “The opera-
tion needed to be done all in one 
day, so we scheduled the use of 
a crane to lift and reset the door. 
Over time, the large metal hinge 
parts, called gudgeons and pin-
tles, had suffered extreme wear, 
causing the door to sag and bind 
against its partner door.”

in the Ballroom, severe weath-
er damage on the northwest side 
brought one leaded glass window 
to grief. With LHF funds and BCC 
labor, the window was removed, 
re-glazed, repaired, and re-hung. 
Stop by to see this satisfying res-
toration.

Our long-term project to 
track and correct leaks above 
the Ballroom ceiling moves more 
slowly. As the only actual wooden 
ceiling in the Castle, this criti-
cal problem calls for solutions 
beyond the cosmetic. Particularly 
with storm-driven rain, water 
enters from an unimproved por-
tion of the roof. upgrading to 
make that section equivalent to 
surrounding surfaces is proposed 
in bids under review from weath-
erproofing vendors. We hope to 
use grant monies to correct this 
problem, test it during the rainy 
season late in 2010, and continue 
with ceiling restoration in 2011.

A long-awaited Master 
Maintenance & Capital Projects 
Plan has received an excellent start with Berkeley City Club President Mark Read’s dedi-
cated work to compile data from all directions. This picture of all we see right now will be 
tended by Steve Smith to create working tools in robust computer programs (Outlook and 
Excel) designed to guide Maintenance Staff, inform LHF and BCC Board decision-making, 
and keep careful track of priorities.

B u i l d i n g  u p d at e 
bcc receives its refurbished entrance door,  

a window is replaced in the ballroom, and more
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lHF past president Mary Breunig celebrates success 
of front door rejuvenation with Hunkele and Horn 
after work on gudgeons and pintles damaged by 
heavy use over time.

Building engineer ed Hunkele guides crane lifting 
the massive front door from its setting for repairs.

Metal Specialist arthur Horn installs restored leaded 
glass window in the Ballroom, March 22, 2010.



do c e n t s  to u r
Members of the Landmark Heritage Foundation docent 

“flying squad” have started visiting significant architectural 
sites in the Bay Area as a group. in February we were shown 
around the Chinese YWCA (Chinese Cultural Center) in San 
Francisco, designed by Julia Morgan, and we also visited the 
Merchants Exchange building, where she maintained her 
offices for many years. in March the group took a tour of the 
Marin Civic Center, the striking building with the sky-blue 
roof just north of San Rafael on Highway 101 designed by 
Frank Lloyd Wright in the 1960s. The group of eight then 
treated themselves to a fine lunch on a deck overlooking the 
Tiburon ferry terminal. More tours are planned in the future.

at age 80, Julia’s little castle 
needs a facelift … so she can be 

presentable for another 80+ years

PLEASE HELP uS REACH OuR GOAL — $8,000 by 
the 8th month of this year. Spring is a time of new 
growth, and the Landmark Heritage Foundation’s 

funds are in need of just that … new “green” to meet 
80th anniversary year goals. unrestricted gifts allow the 
Foundation to address the most urgent preservation needs.

Like almost anything (or anybody) that is 80 years old, 
the Berkeley City Club building is in need of a variety of 
improvements — windows, doors, ceilings, bathroom tiles, 
and more. These are just a few of the projects funded with 
the unrestricted monies. Please help by giving an unre-
stricted gift soon. Thank you.

flash :: flash :: flash
The Berkeley City Club’s Gardens have just been selected 
for complete Historic American Landscapes Survey (HALS) 
documentation. Both existing and historical aspects will be 
part of the survey. We feel honored by this selection and will 
keep you posted on progress.

L H F  W E B S I T E
www.landmarkheritagefoundation.org

Visit our website for information about the Foundation, 
Julia Morgan, and the historic Berkeley City Club building. 
Find event updates for the 80th Anniversary Celebration 
of the BCC building. D We’ll be adding more links, more 
photos, and maybe even a historic picture of your mother 
learning to swim in the famed pool. D Send us your email 
address* and receive notice of LHF happenings and various 
events related to Julia Morgan and local architecture. All 
email addresses will be put in a hat, and on May 15 one 
will be drawn to receive a $25 gift certificate to La Note 
Restaurant in Berkeley. D*Your email address will not be 
distributed or sold to other parties.
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You Are Invited to Celebrate
... the 80th year of our Julia Morgan-designed Berkeley City Club (BCC) building at an event organized by the Berkeley Architectural 
Heritage Association (BAHA). On Thursday, April 22, BCC will be the site for the kick-off lecture for the BAHA 2010 Julia Morgan 
House Tour. There will be an impersonation, “A Visit with Julia Morgan,” by Betty Marvin at 7:30 p.m. You may pay the $15.00 to 
BAHA at the door. At the lecture you will be able to purchase tickets for the BAHA House Tour, which will take place on Sunday, 
May 2, 2010. For more information on the house tour or to purchase tickets in advance, call (510) 841-2242 or go to the BAHA 
website at www. berkeleyheritage.com. 

why support the lhf?
“My friend and I stay in the suite on the 6th floor 

corner with its breathtaking views, so the health of the 
elevator makes or breaks our ability to stay up there. 
Thus a gift for the elevator repairs.

“As far as the endowment goes, I believe in setting 
up such a fund and using just the income for current 
objectives. I think it’s a wise way to be responsible to the 
future of this marvelous place. I cherish that it is open to 
the public, that it’s not a museum, but a living place full 
of the uses that Julia anticipated.”                                         

— a generous donor

a view of the West Court from “loggia” in the 1930s.



2315 duraNt ave., suite 306 • Berkeley, Ca 94704

f u n d i n g  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f

j u l i a  M o r g a n’ s 

berkeley City Club
b u i l d i n g
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◆ PLATiNuM DONOR ◆

[$30,000 and over]

Edith A. Richey Trust

◆ SiLVER DONORS ◆

[$2,500 to $4,999]

Mary Breunig
Rosemary Mucklow

Norma & Witold Willer

◆ BRONZE DONORS ◆

[$1,000 to 2,499]

Frances & John Fujii
Bob Hamilton & John Leathers

Steve Schneider
Nancy B. & Charles W. Wolfram

◆ COPPER DONORS ◆

[up to $999]

Anonymous 1
Anonymous 2

Acalanes union High School District 
via Polly Moore

Marian & Robert Altman
Elizabeth Olney Anderson

Carly P. Angell
Patricia Angell

Ashby Lumber Employees
BCC Bridge Section
BCC Bridge Section 

in memory of Francisca Schneider
BCC Swimmers Section

Martha V. Baker 
gifts in memory of Inge Polese  

and Francisca Schneider
Maria Beamer

Janet & Jon Bensick

Joanne G. Bertram
Caroline Beverstock & Bruce Bixler

Judith Bingham  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Rebecca Birch & John Solinger
Bob Birge

Nancy Blachman & David desJardins
Dorothy Bolt

Melinda & Bob Buchanan  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Cherry Bulosan
Janice Button-Shafer & John Shafer 

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Lorna L. Byrne

Jean & Robert Cannon  
in memory of Inge Polese

Dorothy & Arthur Chang
Mrs. Alfred W. Childs 

in memory of Dr. Alfred W. Childs
Mildred & Ronald Chun  

in memory of Rick Sherman
Robert  Cooter & Blair Dean

Elaine & Dennis Dale  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Yvonne & William Delaplaine  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Joanne DePhillips
Sheila Mary Dickie
Virginia k. Dobbins 

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Burton Peek Edwards

Pamela & Toshiko Egashira  
and Family  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Sharon Entwistle

Andrea & Bill Foley

Anne Foley 
gifts in memory of  

Inge Polese, Rick Sherman  
& Francisca Schneider

Grace Fretter  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Sandra & Thomas Friedland
Mary k Gaillard  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Fae & Bill Gerkin  

in memory of Inge Polese
Ayse C. Gilbert

Marjorie & Abe Glicksman  
in memory of Lois Stevenson

Evelyn B. Goodman
The Great Books Group  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Gretchen & Thomas Griswold

Elaine & Arnold  Grossberg
Paul A. Grunland
Donald R. Hawks

Patricia & Anthony Hawthorne
Valerie & Richard Herr

inge S. Horton
Jacqueline & Erik Housh

Roxann Jacobus
Virginia H. Jenner  

in memory of Inge Polese
Carol & Walter John
La Note Restaurant
Hildegard  Lewis

Sue S. Loeb  
in memory of Tom Lowry

Barbara Mahon & Danville hikers
John F. Maillard

Eldene & Rudolph Mortensen

Jean & Roger Wm. Moss
Dalia & Lance Nagel

Madeline & Herbert Newkirk
Marie & Thomas O’Day

Linda & Tim Perry
Sally A. Presser

Carlotte L. Rea & Robert Fricker
Jean k. Reilly

Esther & Robert Rice 
in memory of Rochelle Ridgway

James H. Riggs
David C. Ruegg
Suzanne Seton

Glenna & Alan Seyfer
Harriet Simpson

Betsy Smith
Susan & Bruce Stangeland

Barbara L. Steinberg
Emilie & Herbert Steiner  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
kim & Robert Steinjann  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
kay & Jo Stevenson  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Patricia & Peter Sussman

Barbara & Dee Taylor  
in memory of Inge Polese

Felicitas Titus
The Tuesday Morning Book Group  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
uC Drama Section  

in memory of Lois Stevenson
Betty & William Webster

Carol & Clarence Weinmann  
in memory of Inge Polese

◆  In Appreciation: Donors 2009 ◆

The Landmark Heritage Foundation acknowledges these generous donors. Thank you all!

All donations are appreciated. The LHF endowment and the unrestricted fund are the two most important funds. 

As the endowment grows, its interest will provide much-needed annual maintenance monies that insure the building’s preservation.

The unrestricted fund allows the Foundation to direct monies where they are most urgently needed.


